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Director’s Note
Back in January when we planned ETC’s inaugural season, we never could have imagined how
prescient a choice Next to Normal would be. As a brand new theater company with limited
resources, we had three criteria for our ﬁrst musical: 1) It had to be challenging, rich material for
both actor and audience. 2) It had to be doable with a small cast and musicians. And 3) The story
could be told with minimal sets, props, costumes, and choreography. Surprisingly, not many
contemporary musicals meet these criteria! Many are large, heavily produced affairs—wonderfully
entertaining in their own right, but much more at home on a big, proscenium stage. This was
beyond our capabilities then, and—as we came to discover—even more so in the era of COVID-19.
We cast the show in March through an entirely online process and still had hopes that we’d be
able to produce the show inside. As we grew closer to the beginning of the online rehearsal
process, it became clear that this would not be an option. Instead, our options included
postponing, moving online, cancelling outright—or, ﬁnding a way to do a heavily modiﬁed live
production. We knew that the last option would mean signiﬁcantly scaling things back...using
minimal people on the production side and learning new skills ourselves (costume and lighting
design, public health and safety protocols, and—most recently—meteorology).
It became clear throughout this evolving process that we couldn’t have chosen a better piece than
Next to Normal to produce in these challenging times, outside, in a backyard, for several reasons.
First, it’s strikingly ﬁtting for the show to be set against the backdrop of an actual house in
suburbia. To me, we’ve almost turned the house inside-out. We’re shining a light on what’s usually
hidden behind closed doors when we all strive to put forth our most sanitized, public faces—the
typical family arguments, but more importantly, issues of mental health (including bipolar
disorder, anxiety, and substance abuse) which are often stigmatized.
Second, in an effort to keep our actors safe, we needed to limit contact during the show. This
inability to make physical contact really highlights the separation and difﬁculty in ﬁnding
connection that these characters face. But even with this barrier, they have moments of
breakthrough, and if we’ve done our jobs, you’ll feel these moments throughout tonight’s
performance.

Director’s Note (cont’d)
Finally, and perhaps the most obvious symbol of the time we’re living in: the masks. Our cast has
been given the challenge of wearing and embracing the masks in this performance. Not ignoring
that they’re there, but acknowledging them and making them part of their preparation and
motivations. You will notice they are all wearing the same mask. We could have taken the
approach to give each actor a different mask to show some aspect of their character. But in the
end the message of a uniform mask is stronger. We are all struggling right now to survive, to
communicate, to connect, but there are forces outside of our control that get in the way. For us,
the mask represents this separation. They are not choosing to wear the masks—rather they must
wear them. There are moments in the show when an actor’s desire to take off the mask, to touch,
to kiss, to get closer is so strong it is palpable. But they have to deal with it, just as we do.
I won’t say I would have made the choice to mask the actors if it weren’t for the pandemic. But
many creative discoveries happen by accident, or by necessity, and all art is a reﬂection of its time.
This production is certainly that. Outside, socially distanced, masked. Motivated by the desire to tell
an important story in a way that challenges, encourages, and sustains the artists and the audience
in a difﬁcult time.
We don’t know when or if we’ll get back to “normal” when it comes to theatre. But as artists we
want to present something that comments on where we are as a culture while pointing the way
toward what we can be. Tonight is about both where we are right now, and what’s possible. We
hope that you enjoy the show. Thank you for being part of this with us tonight!
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CAST

(in order of appearance)
Diana …………………………………………………………………………………………………………... CARLA CRAWFORD
Gabe ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. ZACH RAKOTOMANIRAKA
Dan …..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..……. PJ FREEBOURN
Natalie ….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….………... LEAH REINECK
Henry ….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….……. NICK BROGAN
Dr. Fine / Dr. Madden …….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….…. MICHAEL MCGOVERN

MUSICIANS
Conductor / Keyboard I: Juliet Lloyd
Keyboard II: Walter Bobby McCoy
Drums: John Guido Vitullo
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SPECIAL THANKS TO: The Theatre Lab School of the Dramatic Arts, Virginia
Repertory Theatre, Aidan Quartana, Dave Weber, Tony Richards, Takoma
Therapy, Living and Growing, Kinetic Artistry, Atmosphere Lighting, Jennifer
Alexander, residents of the LBS neighborhood.

MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT 1

Just Another Day ………………………………………………………………………………………….. Ensemble
Everything Else ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. Natalie
Who’s Crazy / My Psychopharmacologist and I ………. Dan, Diana, Ensemble
Perfect For You ………………………………………………………………………………………. Henry, Natalie
I Miss The Mountains ……………………………………………………………………………………………. Diana
It’s Gonna Be Good …………………………………………………………………………….. Dan, Ensemble
He’s Not Here …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... Dan
You Don’t Know …………………………………………………………………………………………………….... Diana
I Am The One ………………………………………………………………………………….... Dan, Gabe, Diana
Superboy And The Invisible Girl ………………………………………………………... Natalie, Gabe
Doctor Rock ………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Dr. Madden
I’m Alive ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Gabe
Make Up Your Mind / Catch Me I’m Falling ………………. Dr. Madden, Ensemble
I Dreamed A Dance ….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….…. Diana, Gabe
There’s A World ….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….. Gabe
I’ve Been ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... Dan
Didn’t I See This Movie? ……………………………………………………………………………………….. Diana
A Light In The Dark ………………………………………………………………………………………………….... Dan

ACT 2
Wish I Were Here …………………………………………………………….. Diana, Natalie, Ensemble
Song Of Forgetting …………………………………………………………………….. Dan, Diana, Natalie
Hey #1 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………. Henry, Natalie
Seconds and Years …………………………………………………………….. Dr. Madden, Dan, Diana
Better Than Before ……………………………………………………………………... Dan, Diana, Natalie
Aftershocks ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….... Gabe
Hey #2 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………... Henry, Natalie
You Don’t Know (Reprise) …………………………………………………………………………………… Diana
Music Box …..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..……... Gabe
How Could I Ever Forget? …….…….…….…….…….…….…….…….…….…….…….…….. Diana, Dan
It’s Gonna Be Good (Reprise) ………………………………………………………………….. Dan, Diana
Why Stay? …..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..… Diana, Natalie
The Promise ……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….……….…. Dan, Henry
I’m Alive (Reprise) ……………..……………..……………..……………..……………..……………..………….. Gabe
The Break ……..……..……..……..……..……..……..……..……..……..……..……..……..……..……..………... Diana
Make Up Your Mind / Catch Me I’m Falling (Reprise).. Madden, Diana, Gabe
Maybe (Next To Normal) …….…….…….…….…….…….…….…….…….…….……….. Diana, Natalie
Hey #3 / Perfect For You (Reprise) …..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..……... Henry, Natalie
So Anyway …..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…... Diana
I Am The One (Reprise) ………………………………………………………………………………. Dan, Gabe
Finale: Light ……………………………………………………………………………………………………... Ensemble

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST
NICK BROGAN (Henry) is thrilled to be joining this incredible cast and opening
Encore Theater Company’s ﬁrst production ever! Nick is an 18-year-old graduate
of Mt. Hebron High School, and will be attending Penn State University in the
fall in the BFA Musical Theatre program. Nick has worked both regionally and
educationally with Teaching Young Artists in association with Drama Learning
Center, Dundalk Community Theatre & TYA Scholars Prep Program. He would
like to thank Steve, Julie, his family, his dog Shadow & his girlfriend Leah. He
would also like to thank Encore Theater Company for the amazing and unusual
opportunity to work with this incredibly talented cast and to create theatre in a
time where we all need it most. Enjoy the show!
CARLA CRAWFORD (Diana) Carla is honored to be a part of ETC’s very ﬁrst
production! She is a 2018 graduate from the Honors Acting Conservatory at The
Theatre Lab School of the Dramatic Arts. Carla was most recently seen as Rose
in SMP’s production of Gypsy, where she earned a WATCH nomination. Other
favorite roles include Kate in If/Then (Theatre Lab), Fastrada in Pippin (TAP),
Sarah in Company (MCP), Truvy in Steel Magnolias (LTA), and Alice Beane in
Titanic (Theatre Lab). In her spare time, Carla is the proud mother of three
wonderful children—Trice, Grace and Witt—and wife to her forever patient
husband, Tom. Special thanks to Julie and Steve for entrusting me with this very
special role. It has been my privilege to be a part of this production and to work
with such an amazingly gifted group of actors. At a time when so many are
feeling insecure and isolated, I am especially honored to be a part of a project
that brings forward issues related to mental health and grief. There will be light!!
PJ FREEBOURN (Dan) is honored to be working with Encore Theater for their
ﬁrst show and with such a talented cast and artistic staff. In the days right
before COVID-19 shut down all of theatre, he was seen performing as Herr
Detweiler in Mill Mountain Theatre's production of The Sound of Music and as
Rooster, opposite Sally Struthers in Annie at Riverside Dinner Theatre. He also
originated the dual role of Robert Todd/Madame Mentelle in Blue Grass Opera's
original musical production Mary Todd in Lexington, KY. Favorite roles include
Rach in Preludes (Firehouse Theatre), Abner Dillon in 42nd Street (Round Barn
Theatre, IN), Morris Brummel in No Way to Treat a Lady (ATBAB Rep), Lowly
Worm in Busy Town (VA REP), Phra Alack in The King and I (Lyric Opera of
Virginia), Judas in Jesus Christ Superstar (Williamsburg Players), Pantalone in A
A Servant of Two Masters (Hallam Players). PJ lives in Richmond with the love of
his life, Paige, where they serve as ofﬁcial groomers and string-manipulators to
Shireen, a calico cat of—she claims—royal feline lineage. When not fulﬁlling
their feline duties, they are both longtime touring actors with Virginia Repertory
Theatre.

WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST
MICHAEL MCGOVERN (Dr. Fine / Dr. Madden) Originally hailing from South
Carolina, Michael is an attorney in the District of Columbia. After working as a
trial attorney prosecuting domestic violence, sex offense, gun, and crimes
against children in the District, Michael currently represents the United States in
criminal appeals in the District. He has been a member of the Gay Men’s Chorus
of Washington (GMCW) since 2016, including performing as a soloist and as a
member of the dance company “17 Street Dance.” With the chorus he
performed as Miss Krumholtz in How to Succeed . . . , and as the Waitress/Flight
Attendant in Working. Michael attended Walnut Hill School for the Arts (Natick,
MA) for theatre, and received a BFA in Musical Theatre Performance at the
University of Michigan (where he later attended law school) (“Go Blue”). He is
extremely excited to be performing with this incredibly talented cast and
production staff!
ZACH RAKOTOMANIRAKA (Gabe) is a rising junior at Woodrow Wilson High
School who has a passion for the performing arts. Training at the Washington
Ballet at an early age for many years led to opportunities in theater, vocal
performance and plenty more. Zach has learned so much from this show and
on the impact mental health disorders can cause people. He is currently
spending his time biking around his neighborhood and having fun doing this
awesome show with this awesome cast! ;) Please enjoy.
LEAH REINECK (Natalie) is a rising Senior at Mt. Hebron High School and is so
excited to be joining Encore Theater Co. in their ﬁrst production! Leah enjoys
doing theatre at her high school and with Teaching Young Artists in her
Community. She would like to thank Steve, Julie, her parents, her AMAZING cast
mates and everyone who made this show possible in these crazy times! Enjoy
the show. :)

CREATIVE TEAM
STEVE QUINTILIAN (Director) is co-founder and co-director of Encore Theater
Company. He is an actor, musician, stage director, and voice teacher active in
D.C., suburban MD and VA, and beyond. Steve graduated from the Theatre Lab
Honors Acting Conservatory in 2018. His favorite stage roles have included Josh
in If/Then, Judge Turpin in Sweeney Todd, and Major Grey in Amazing Grace. As
a guitarist and vocalist, he is active playing small venues in the area. He
maintains a studio of private voice students in Takoma Park. In addition to his
artistic endeavors, Steve is a music cataloger for the University of Maryland
Libraries, making sound recordings, videos and music scores accessible to users
through the online catalog.
JULIET LLOYD (Music Director) is co-founder and co-director of Encore Theater
Company. She is a 2018 graduate of the Honors Acting Conservatory at the
Theatre Lab and a frequent performer and music director around the DC area.
Favorite roles have included Elizabeth in If/Then, Mrs. Daldry in In the Next
Room, and the title role in Violet. Juliet is also an accomplished
singer/songwriter and pianist. During her career as a recording artist, she has
released two studio albums, toured around the country, and has had her
original music featured on MTV and VH1. When not performing, Juliet is a
strategy and communications consultant and mom to two dachshunds.

WITH GRATITUDE...
Like other arts organizations, our plans for our season were completely
upended by the pandemic. But, with the support of our generous donors,
we are so excited to be able to share Next to Normal with you—and to
compensate our actors and musicians at a time when paid work in the
arts is difﬁcult, if not impossible, to come by.
If you enjoyed tonight’s performance, please consider supporting Encore
Theater Company and our inaugural season so that we will be able to
continue ﬁnding ways to create art right now and into the future. We are
committed to looking for new ways for performers and audiences to
connect over meaningful material like Next to Normal—and looking
forward to a future in which live, in-person shows are again possible
indoors, whenever that may be! We are tremendously grateful to everyone
who has supported us in our journey thus far.

To learn more about how to make a tax deductible contribution
tonight, visit www.encoretheaterco.org/support.

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
SNAPS
Catherine Oh
GOLF CLAPS
Alexandra Deringer
Parker & Kit Glenderson
Anonymous (2)
OVATION
Anonymous (1)
Marcia & Andy Lloyd
GENERAL SUPPORT
Anonymous
Tom & Carla Crawford
Jason Galanes
Deb Gottesman
Dave Weber

Resources & Further Reading
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline
Hours: Available 24 hours. Languages: English, Spanish.

1-800-273-8255
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/
Mental Health Facts for Diverse Populations
Pledge to Be Stigma Free
Takoma Therapy
Montgomery County Mental Health Resources
FAQs on Bipolar Disorder

