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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
The show you will see today deals with how we form memories and identity,
and the ways in which these functions of the human brain are both
interconnected and independent. Actors switch from one timeline and
character directly into another, and sometimes you may feel disoriented until
you ﬁnd your footing in the new scenario. This is not by accident! In a
complex world, our minds steady us by creating a narrative, a through line.
Through the ways this story is told, with intersecting timelines and characters,
we are given the chance to understand just a bit how much work the brain
does to create that narrative.
In the same way that the play takes a peek behind the curtain at the inner
workings of the brain, the staging gives you a peek behind the theatrical
curtain. Actors normally duck out for a costume change or a backstage cross
and any number of other activities to present a clear and organized story.
While we do have the support of lights and sound in our show, when it comes
to the actors, what you see is what you get! No on-and-off stage, no costume
changes, minimal sets. Each story in Incognito is actually quite simple—a man
steals Albert Einstein's brain; a divorced woman enters into her ﬁrst romantic
relationship with another woman; a man suffers amnesia from a botched
surgery. This play asks us to work a little harder to ﬁnd our way, to examine
how we create memories, to consider how our brains create what we call
identity. I encourage you to feel your way through this complex and
fascinating story, and allow the pain, joy, losses, and discoveries of these 21
characters, as presented by our four actors, guide you.

DRAMATURGY NOTE
“I want to be cremated, so people don’t come to worship at my bones.” (Abraham,
2004)
During Albert Einstein’s autopsy at Princeton Hospital on April 18th, 1955, Thomas
Harvey followed Einstein’s wishes exactly. Harvey sent along Einstein’s bones to be
cremated. All Harvey kept was Einstein’s brain. In mason jars. The brain that gave
us the theory of relativity kept in the same way my mother stores tomato sauce.
The day after the autopsy, April 19th, Harvey retroactively received permission from
Hans Albert Einstein, the professor’s son, to remove Einstein’s brain, “for careful
scientiﬁc study and the ﬁndings published in legitimate medical journals.” (Blitz,
2019) Five years later in 1960, however, Harvey was ﬁred from Princeton Hospital for
failing to even begin a scientiﬁc study of Einstein’s brain. During the 1960s as he
opened different labs throughout New Jersey, Harvey kept the brain with him in
his home ofﬁce, still in mason jars. In the 1970s and 80s, Harvey moved around
between Kansas and Missouri, always taking the brain with him wherever he
settled. Hans Albert Einstein passed away on July 6th, 1973, never seeing the
scientiﬁc study of his father’s brain Harvey promised him. In 1984, Marian Diamond,
a researcher at UC Berkeley, requested a sample of the brain to study. Diamond
was not the ﬁrst to request a piece, but she was the ﬁrst to receive a piece of the
brain from Harvey, and Diamond and her colleagues published the ﬁrst study on
Einstein’s brain in 1985, thirty years after Einstein’s death.
Harvey and the brain returned to New Jersey in 1995, and in 1997, embarked on a
cross country road trip with journalist, Michael Paterniti. Paterniti records their trip
in an article, later book, entitled Driving Mr. Albert: A Trip Across America with
Einstein’s Brain. The two men travel through New Jersey, Ohio, Missouri, Kansas,
New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, and California with Einstein’s brain stored in
Tupperware in the trunk of their Buick Skylark. Along the way, Harvey shows the
brain to anyone interested and even gives a presentation to schoolkids in San Jose,
who are decidedly less interested. Eleven days after the start of their trek, Harvey
and Paterniti meet with Evelyn Einstein in Berkley, California. Ofﬁcially, Evelyn is
Einstein’s adopted granddaughter, but she could be Einstein’s biological daughter
from an affair, if family stories are to be believed. Harvey offers to give a piece of her
grandfather’s brain to Evelyn, but he cuts their meeting short before slicing off
another section. At the end of their trip, Harvey returns to New Jersey with the
brain still in his possession. Before his death on April 7th, 2007, Harvey donated the
brain back to Princeton Hospital, ﬁnally ending their ﬁfty-two-year odyssey
together. As of 2013, sections of Einstein’s brain can be seen in Philadelphia’s
Mutter Museum.
Why did Thomas Harvey take Einstein’s brain? Like many of the questions Nick
Payne poses in Incognito, we might never have a clear answer. The characters of
Incognito look to the brain throughout to understand themselves, but they still
ﬁnd, “there are more things in heaven and earth…than are dreamt of in (our)
philosophy” (Hamlet I, v). According to Harvey, he took Einstein’s brain so a
scientiﬁc study could be done, but he kept it preserved in mason jars for half a
century, never publishing any work himself.
At least Harvey didn’t keep Einstein’s bones.
For more information and sources, visit
www.encoretheaterco.org/event/incognito.
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1 (Thomas Harvey et al.) ………………………………………………………………
2 (Martha Murphy et al.) ……………………………………………………………..
3 (Margaret Thompson et al.) …..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..…..
4 (Henry Maison et al.) ….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….….…
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WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST
GIFTY AMPONSEM (Margaret Thompson, Lisa-Scott Hannigan, Patricia
Thorn, Sharon Shaw) has always loved performing and is excited for this
opportunity to join Encore Theater Company in their production of Incognito.
She is a recent graduate of the Honors Acting Conservatory at the Theatre Lab
in Washington D.C., and is looking forward to sharing her passion with
audiences!
SHAWN COX (Thomas Stolz Harvey, Victor Milner, “Anthony,” Richard Walsh,
Jon Williams, Otto Nathan) is so very excited to help present this
thought-provoking play, and, well, to be on any stage at all after the COVID
shutdowns. Thank you all for coming back and for supporting live theater!
Previous credits include Tours: Titanic (National Tour). NYC: The Business of
Passion, Death of an Angel, Loud, Dream Mountain, Orphan Train. DMV:
Cumberland Theatre (The Cake, Clue, Night of the Living Dead – Live!, Legally
Blonde, Miracle on 34th Street). Other Regional: Deathtrap, Mamma Mia,
Jane Eyre, Bat Boy, Jekyll & Hyde, Jesus Christ Superstar, 1776, Amadeus,
Legally Blonde, Into the Woods, City of Angels, Sunday in the Park with
George, I Love You You’re Perfect Now Change, The Secret Garden, etc., etc.
over many years. But you are just as likely to have seen Shawn as a contestant
on “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire” (spoiler alert – regrettably, no millions were
won), or as Scorekeeper on Law & Order: SVU (The “Mean” episode).
ANNETTE MOONEY (Martha Murphy, Elouise Harvey, Brenda Walsh, Anna
Vann, Evelyn Einstein) worked as an actor in her younger days, took a couple
of decades off, then restarted her career in 2013. Her repertoire includes
musicals, dramas, Shakespeare, children’s theatre, training ﬁlms, indie ﬁlms,
mock trials and standardized patient work. Favorite roles: Lady Carter, Witch
(Convergence Theatre); Queen Henri, Henri IV-The Regendered Henry IV
Repertory (Brave Spirits); Britomart Undershaft, Major Barbara (Pallas Theatre
Collective); Madame Thénardier, Les Misérables (Theatre Lab); and, for 6 years
and counting, Clara Marie, The Nutcracker (The Puppet Co). She is currently
President of The Actors’ Center Board of Directors.
http://www.annettemooney.com/
SETH ROSENKE (Henry Maison, Michael Wolf, Hans Albert Einstein, Ben
Murphy, Freddy Myers, and Greg Barraclough) is a professional theatre creator
and educator. He holds an MFA in Acting from The Catholic University of
America. He is a Resident Artist with 4615 Theatre Company. Previous credits
include Michael in Neverlanding (Capital Fringe 2019, 4615 Theatre), Fiachra in
The Inﬁnite Tales (4615 Theatre), and Dave in Moment (u/s, Studio Theatre). He
would like to thank the cast and crew for forging new neural pathways, and
Aaron Bass for re-lighting old ones.
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PRODUCTION TEAM
STEVE QUINTILIAN (Director) is co-founder and co-director of Encore Theater
Company. He is an actor, musician, stage director, and voice teacher active in
D.C., suburban MD and VA, and beyond. Steve graduated from the Theatre Lab
Honors Acting Conservatory in 2018. His favorite stage roles have included
Josh in If/Then, Judge Turpin in Sweeney Todd, and Major Grey in Amazing
Grace. As a guitarist and vocalist, he is active playing small venues in the area.
He maintains a studio of private voice students in Takoma Park. In addition to
his artistic endeavors, Steve is a music cataloger for the University of Maryland
Libraries, making sound recordings, videos and music scores accessible to
users through the online catalog.
KATHERINE DUBOIS (Movement Choreographer) is an award-winning ﬁlm
and theater director and producer. Her documentary ﬁlm on astronaut
hopeful Natalie Panek - Space to Explore - premiered at BANFF and won
several awards over an 18-month festival run. In her theater career, Katherine
was Associate Director of the acclaimed Phantom of the Opera at Synetic
Theater and directed the multimedia biographical performance Joy, which
celebrated a performer's reclamation of identity and journey into success.
Katherine has helmed the Synetic Motion Pictures production arm, producing
All The World’s a Stage and Lady M, and is in pre-production for Sleepy
Hollow. Katherine has produced and directed several short ﬁlms focused on
the dynamic portrayal of women, Back Home, Awake, The Challenge Coin,
and Opening Night, a collaboration with Fairfax Symphony Orchestra.
Katherine got her start performing in the DMV and Los Angeles and is a
Company Member of Synetic Theater. She studied at the Eugene O'Neill
National Theater Institute, St. Petersburg Imperial Arts Academy, and received
her degree at Ithaca College. www.katherinedubois.com
EMILY GARDNER (Assistant Director, Costume Design) is a DC-based theater
professional. Emily is a teaching artist at Shakespeare Theatre Company and
an arts administrator at Theater J. Prior to moving to DC, Emily worked as an
arts administrator and educator with Stages Theatre Company and Pangea
World Theater in Minneapolis, and worked with the Colorado Springs Fine Arts
Center professional theater company on Bye Bye Birdie, Suppressed Desires,
and served a consultant on strategic planning efforts. In Colorado, Emily
directed numerous plays, including Mike Bartlett’s Contractions, Lauren
Gunderson’s The Taming, and Coriolanus. Emily studied theater in London
through Colorado College, where she later graduated from with a Psychology
degree. Given her dual passions for theater and psychology, Emily could not
be more thrilled to work on such a brainy play as Incognito.
AITANA L. GARRISON (Production Stage Manager) is delighted to be working
with Encore Theater Company for the ﬁrst time. Recent credits include
Winterfest at Adventure Theatre, and Martius at the University of Maryland.
Aitana has a B.A in theatre from the University of Maryland. She is excited to
work as a stage manager for the 2022 Renaissance Festival.
JACKIE MADEJSKI (Dramaturg) is thrilled to be your friendly, neighborhood
dramaturg for Incognito. Past performance credits include The Art of Murder
(Workhouse Arts Center), All Together Now! (Workhouse Arts Center), Triangle
(Free Range Humans), and A Midsummer Night’s Dream (PG Shakespeare in
the Parks). Next up: Body of Work with PG Shakespeare in the Parks. For more
shenanigans, visit www.jackiemadejski.com.

WITH GRATITUDE...
Like other arts organizations, our plans for our ﬁrst two seasons were
completely upended by the pandemic. But, with the support of our
generous donors and partners in the local business community, we are
so excited to ﬁnally be able to share INCOGNITO with you.
If you enjoyed today’s performance, please consider supporting Encore
Theater Company so that we will be able to continue ﬁnding ways to
create art right now and into the future. We are committed to looking for
new ways for performers and audiences to connect over meaningful
material like INCOGNITO. We are tremendously grateful to everyone who
has supported us in our journey thus far.

To learn more about how to make a tax deductible contribution
today, visit www.encoretheaterco.org/support.
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